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In a city with less than 12
inches of precipitation a year
on average, a strong El Nino
is causing devastation in our
community. University of San
Diego students, particularly those
who live near the beach, are
feeling the effects of the weather
pattern.
Earlier this month storms
dumped rain on the city flooding
Ocean Beach and Fashion Valley.
This week winds along the coast
hit 60 miles per hour. With no
signs of stopping, students are
wondering how to stay safe
during these Pacific storms.
El Nino is an interaction
between
the
ocean
and
atmosphere caused by unusually
warm surface temperatures in the
Pacific Ocean. It affects weather
patterns, ocean swells, and
marine life and can last for six to
18 months. The National Oceanic
Atmosphere Association says that
El Nino has an 80 percent chance
of lasting into the Spring.
Public Safety sent a campuswide email to students advising
them to shelter in place on Jan.
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The El Nino storm wreaks havoc around San Diego,
uprooting trees and displacing sand at Mission Beach.
6 during a particularly bad storm
caused by El Nino. Even a few
inches of water on the streets
can cause drivers to lose control
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of their vehicles and with poor
drainage and many roads at or
below sea level, roads flood
quickly in San Diego.

Kellen Coelho, a junior who
lives on Kennebeck Court at
Mission beach, saw the damage
from the storm this weekend first
hand.
"I can't imagine San Diego
is accustomed to the drastic
weather, much less prepared for
it," Coelho said.
Junior Sam Pantazapolous
lives down the street from Coelho
on Jamaica Court and the wind
did damage to her home.
"I couldn't get to campus
because there was a fallen tree
blocking three lanes of traffic,"
Pantazapolous said. "And [the
wind] broke a window in my
house."
A massive oak tree that was
eight feet in diameter fell across
Ingraham Street in Pacific Beach
on Sunday afternoon from high
winds. It crushed four vehicles
and killed one motorist who was
driving by. Another tree that fell
on Monday morning injured
an ABC News reporter and
photographer who were reporting
on falling trees.
While San Diego students
can usually rely on consistent
summer weather, they shouldn't.

Safer sex is just a swipe away
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The AIDS Healthcare Foundation advocates for regular STI screenings for sexually active individuals.
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Controversial
billboards
put up by the AIDS Healthcare
Foundation (AHF) last September
were the catalysts for the
development of Tinder's health
safety section. The billboards
depicted silhouettes of individuals
with Grindr and Tinder across their
face about to kiss partners who

had chlamydia and gonorrhoea
written
across
their
faces.
Grindr, a mobiledating appfor
gay, lesbian, bisexual, and curious
individuals, responded to the
campaign by removing the AHF's
paid advertisement from their site.

See TINDER, Page 3

Shooting scare at Naval Medical Center
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The app that makes finding a
partner as simple as swiping right
is now offering another locationbased service. Tinder has nearly 50
million users according to the New
York Times including" students

at the University of San Diego.
In response to a nationwide
increase in sexually transmitted
infections (STIs) that have been
widely attributed to dating apps,
Tinder has added a health safety
section to their website that allows
users to locate the nearest clinic
offering free STD and HIV testing.
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ELISABETH SMITH
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At 8 a.m. on Jan. 26 the
San
Diego
Naval
Medical
Center reported gunshots fired
throughout building 26. According
to officials, the facility remained
under shelter in place orders until
1:45 p.m. when it appeared that
the reports were a false alarm.
According to the Navy

Times, no signs of gunfire
were found in building 26 or
anywhere else around the Naval
Medical Center. Reports were
inconclusive about where the
alleged gunshot sounds originated.
Despite the fact that it was a
false alarm, word of the reported
gunfire reached the University
of San Diego quickly via social
media and news reports. The
official Naval Medical Center
Facebook page posted at 8:07

a.m. advising the community to
run, hide, or fight if they came in
contact with an active gunman.
While the University of San
Diego campus was not in immediate
danger Tuesday morning, the
incident raised concerns regarding
the potential threat to campus.
To address those concerns,
Chief Larry Barnett explained
the proper procedure in the event
o/ an active shooter situation.
"There are many aspects to

preparing a campus to respond
to an active shooter incident,"
Barnett said. "One of the most
important aspects related to
this issue, is how a campus
prepares to prevent such threats
of violence from occurring."
Barnett
expressed
that USD can help prevent
these
threats
through
the
developed network of support.

See SHOOTING, Page 2

NEWS

I THE USD VISTA

FEBRUARY 4. 2016

NEWS
Public Safety discusses shooter training
NEWS EDITOR

ASST. NEWS EDITOR

BROOKLYN DIPPO
@brooklyndippo

ELISABETH SMITH
@ellie smithl3

Is tfis ajo^e?

SHOOTING
continued from Front Page

BROOKLYN DIPPO
NEWS EDITOR

I spent last semester on the
opposite side of the Pacific with
a crowd of rowdy Australians
who were quick-witted and would
crack a joke at anyone's expense.
And as an American, I was an easy
target. To them America was the
far-off land full of contradictions:
so much greatness and so much
incompetence all in one place.
I laughed along as they
mocked us for everything we do
from idolizing the Kardashians
to the absurd portion sizes. We
even entertained the idea of a
narcissistic real estate tycoon
running for president. America
was ridiculous at times but every
Aussie I met hoped for the chance
to live there.
It would be easy to come
home, I thought, because America
was amazing. The absurdity
was just a fa$ade, the luxury of
having time to waste. Behind the

production were hardworking men
and women who were reasonable
and grounded.
Then I realized that the
biggest joke of all wasn't a joke
anymore. Donald Trump was
actually running for president.And
it got worse... people were actually
supporting him.
When I was abroad I refused to
believe it.Trump was just pulling a
prank on America; he was trolling
the country and they were going
along with it. Soon enough he was
going to turn the camera and say
"Gotcha!" and people would laugh
at how foolish they had been to
believe him.
This is the man who uses his
Twitter to weigh in on celebrity
gossip and conspiracy theories. He
yells insults at politicians and the
general public rather than fighting
with facts. He has zero political
experience. While he is certainly
the loudest and most opinionated
person in the room, he is not a
candidate worth listening to. He
flip-flops on issues so much that
Stephen Colbert was able to edit
a "Trump vs. Trump" debate.
Donald Trump is not qualified
to represent a country as great as
America.
Yet here we are nine months
away from the presidential election
and Trump came in second place at
the Iowa caucuses.
I'm done laughing at this
joke. It's not funny anymore.
We are starting a weekly
political column to highlight
important candidates and isuses
and help you navigate the
complicated election process. We
will make sure you are ready to
vote in Novemeber.

"An important consideration
is creating a culture of care
across the campus that allows for
identifying individuals who may
need assistance before an incident
occurs," Barnett said. "USD has a
very proactive system of engaging
various support services and other
resources across our campus in
order to assist community members
in receiving the assistance they
may need and preventing situations
from escalating into violence."
The university emergency
procedures echo the advice
that the Naval Medical Center
shared; individuals in an active
shooter situation are advised to
hide, run, or fight if they feel
they can take down the shooter.
Aside from reading about
emergency procedures on the
USD Public Safety website,
students and faculty can also
attend one of the many active
shooter trainings hosted by
the Public Safety department
throughout
the
semester.
"The recent incident at the
San Diego Naval Medical Center
should remind our USD campus
community of the importance of
becoming familiar with USD's
Active Shooter safety procedures,"
Bamett said. "All USD Public

Safety Officers train regularly with
local law enforcement officers in
how to respond to Active Shooter
incidents. Public Safety continues
to
provide
weekly
Active
Shooter safety training classes
to our campus community."
The training sessions will
take place at the Kroc Institute for
Peace and Justice (KIPJ), Room
220, beginning on Feb. 2 and every
following Tuesday through March
from 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Since Nov. 3, 2015, Public
Safety
has
conducted
26
Active Shooter safety classes
to 570 members of the campus
community, according to Barnett.
"In addition to encouraging
all community members to
attend one of the Public Safety
Active Shooter safety classes,
all campus community members
are strongly encouraged to
review each of the various online
campus emergency procedures
which include Active Shooter
safety procedures," Bamett said.
The Active Shooter safety
procedures can be accessed
on the Public Safety website.
They include lists of appropriate
actions and an informational
video which are available to
all USD students and staff.
In addition to the individual
Active Shooter safety training
activities, on Dec. 16, 2015, as

Photo courtesy of Jake Berenguer/Wikimedia Commons

The Naval Medical Center went into lockdown after reports
of gunfire in building 26.
part of USD's overall emergency
preparedness
activities,
95
members of USD's Emergency
Management team participated
in a simulated campus response
to an Active Shooter incident.
This gun scare followed
a year of 330 mass shooting
incidents across the United States.
A mass shooting is defined as an
incident in which four or more
were injured or killed according
to the Mass Shooting Tracker.
President Obama issued what
he referred to as a commonsense
executive order regarding gun

violence in America on Jan. 5.
The
executive
order
included plans to
keep guns
out of the wrong hands through
background checks, to make
communities safer, to increase
mental health treatment, and to
develope gun safety technology.
In his remaining months
as president, Obama hopes to
drastically reduce the gun-related
violence in America. But with
12 mass shootings already in
the first month of the new year,
drastic changes are needed for
Obama to accomplish his goal.

Let's talk politics:
Who are we voting for?

With the 2016 Presidential Race in full swing and a wide range of candidates to choose from, first time voters might feel
a little overwhelmed at the polls. To help our fellow Toreros become educated voters, we are going to break down the
election process, analyze the candidates, discuss relevant issues, and highlight important events in the months leading
up to the election. This week, we interviewed Casey Dominguez, PhD and an American Politics professor at USD. She
helped set up a basis of understanding the role of the president, who the ideal candidate is, and to what capacity
debates are important for the process.
1. What is the specific role of
the president? What is he/she
capable of doing? How is his/her
power limited?
The president has a number of
roles. First, as chief executive, the
president's job is to appoint upper
level managers in the executive
branch, to oversee the execution
of the laws, and to sign off on new
regulations to enforce the laws.
Second, as a legislative leader, he
or she is responsible for proposing
a budget to Congress and for
signing and vetoing laws. Third,
as "chief diplomat," he or she is
responsible for managing relations
with other countries around the
world. Finally, as "commander in
chief," the president is ultimately
responsible for overseeing the
armed forces and defending the
nation and its citizens against
sudden attacks.

2. Based on that role, what
characteristics should we be
looking for in a presidential
candidate? How important is
experience? How important is
personality?
Presidents have usually
had some experience in elective

office, either in Congress, where
they have had the opportunity to
develop some knowledge about the
complexities of public policy and
lawmaking, or as a state governor,
where they have had the
opportunity to learn about
executive orders and law
enforcement. It is hard
to say how "important"
experience
is, except
t h a t

is hard to say how "much" it
matters, or perhaps what aspects
of personality matter most in the
presidency. It is a job where it is
usually necessary to work with
others to get things done, where it
is possible to make big decisions
all on your own, and one where
all of the decisions you
[1 make can have enormous
consequences for other
people's lives.

3. How does that role
align
(or
misalign)
the
with
questions
are.
that
H H H l

X*

e x p e r i e n c e
in elective office gives
voters reliable and comparable
information about how the
candidate will actually behave
once in office.
Again, with personality, it

b e i n g

asked in
debates?

M a n y
of
the
questions about
policy are good
questions, in that they
allow candidates to state
what policies they support,
and therefore give voters an
ability to understand what kinds
of bills might become law, or
what kinds of executive actions

might be taken if a candidate were
to win the presidency. However,
they and the candidates' answers
are often misleading when they
imply that presidents can "make
laws" or by themselves have a big
effect on world events. Presidents
can, at best, sign or veto laws, not
make them. On the world stage,
they can use diplomatic and (with
Congress' permission) military
might to try to affect world events,
but only to try. Events around the
world are often (appropriately) out
of the United States' control.

4. What questions do you
think we should actually be
asking presidential candidates?
I worry most about the
unilateral expansion of executive
power, which is the tendency of
presidents in recent decades (in
both parties) to assert the power to
make law or to change existing law
without going through Congress. It
is too bad that the moderators have
not asked candidates questions
about this, because a president's
approach can have dangerous
consequences for the long term
accumulation of power in the
president's hands.
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PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT

THEFT, ILLEGAL SUBSTANCES, AND AN UNFORTUNATE CAR NAP

JANUARY 8
LAGUNA HALL
At approximately 11:55 a.m. on Jan. 8, Public Safety
responded to a report of marijuana that was left in a
residence hall room upon check out. Upon
investigation, residents were cited for possession of
marijuana.

JANUARY 23
SAN ANTONIO DE PAUDUA APARTMENTS
At approximately 1:54 a.m. on Jan. 23, Resident Assistants
responded to excessive noise coming from a residence hall room.
Upon contact there were 18 individuals found in the room. Some
individuals were cited for minor in possession of alcohol and
others were cited for furnishing alcohol to minors.

JANUARY 12
ALCALA VISTAS PARKING LOT
At approximately 11:27 p.m. on Jan. 12, Public Safety
observed an individual sleeping in a vehicle on campus.
Upon investigation the individual was contacted,
identified as a resident student and found to be under
the influence of alcohol.

JANUARY 26
LOCATION: SAN ANTONIO DE PADUA PARKING GARAGE
At approximately 4:55 p.m. on Jan. 26, Public Safety responded to
a report of marijuana found in the Missions Apartments: San
Antonio de Padua parking garage. Upon investigation one student
was cited for possession of marijuana.

JANUARY 13
VIA LAS CUMBRES ROAD
At approximately 2:47 p.m. on Jan. 13, Public Safety
responded to a report of a theft that occurred off
campus. Upon investigation it was reported that an
Apple MacBook Pro was taken from the trunk of a
vehicle parked near adjacent to campus between 9:30
a.m. and 1:50 p.m. on Jan. 13. The owner stated that
the trunk of the vehicle was possibly left open.

JANUARY 26
LOCATION: BORREGO HALL
At approximately 9:49 p.m. on Jan. 26, Public Safety responded to
a report of the smell of marijuana coming from a residence hall
room. Upon investigation several students were cited for
possession of marijuana.

Kelly Kennedy/The USD Vista

Dating apps linked to spike in STIs
TINDER
continued from Front Page
paid advertisement from their site.
Initially, Tinder responded with
a cease and desist letter to AHF
claiming that the campaign aimed
to damage Tinder's reputation.
AHF responded to Tinder's
request a week later denying that
they made any false statements.
They cited a Vanity Fair article

and a report by the Rhode Island

Department of Health that both

"You can never be reminded too much
to be cautious with your sexual health.
However, 1 do think that this is a section
that should have always been included."
- Chloe Spilotro

discuss the role dating apps
play in encouraging high-risk
behaviors such as casual sex.
In the letter, Chief Counsel
for Operations of AHF, Laura
Boudreau,
also
encouraged
Tinder to support public health.
"AHF urges Tinder to support
its message of sexual health
awareness by encouraging Tinder
users to get tested for STIs and
to get treated promptly if they
have an infection," Boudreau said.
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The AIDS Healthcare Foundation advocates for regular STI screenings for sexually active individuals.

The new health safety section
has information about prevention
as well as a link to Healthvana's
free HIV and STD testing locator.
Healthvana is a mobile app used as
a patient engagement platform and
was the first app to offer patients
HIV test results. When Tinder
added this new feature, AHF took
down the controversial billboards.
Senior Chloe Spilotro thinks
that the feature was well overdue.
"I'm glad Tinder has included
this new section," Spilotro said.
"You can never be reminded too
much to be cautious with your
sexual health. However, I do think
that this is a section that should
have always "been included."
Students
have
many
options for where to go for STI
screenings including the Student
Health Center. While this is a
convenient option for taking
care of physical health. Pamela
Sikes, the Director of the Student
Health
Center,
recommends
a
more
inclusive
approach
to sexual health for students.
"Sexual health includes
physical,
emotional,
mental,
relational, and social well-being,"
Sikes said. "It is not merely safersex practicesor absence of disease."
Nevertheless, it is important
to screen and treat STIs, especially
for women. Chlamydia and
gonorrhoea, which are both
common and often symptomless,
can cause pelvic inflammatory
disease and infertility if untreated.
With access to nearby and
free testing locations, students
can prevent or treat issues of
sexual well-being at a time
when STIs are on the rise.
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Students question skateboard policies
ELISABETH SMITH
ASST. NEWS EDITOR
Rolling down the street on
a longboard passing palm trees
in the bright sun is the epitome
of San Diego lifestyle. But at
the University of San Diego,
inconsistent information about
skateboarding
rules
leaves
students confused and in frequent
run-ins with Public Safety officers.
According to the university,
students are allowed to skateboard
as a means of transportation
as long as they follow specific
rules. The University policies
state that these rules include:
yielding to pedestrians, staying
off the sidewalks in the center of
campus between Degheri Hall and
Copley Library, avoiding steep
hills, avoiding campus roadways
and parking lots, not using a
skateboard for tricks, and being
mindful of noise and quiet hours
in residential areas of campus.
The rules are not clearly
posted on buildings around
residential areas of campus,
leaving many students to learn
what's right and wrong when
they are pulled over by officers.
First year Peter Twomey
skateboards on campus about
every other day. Twomey finds
skateboarding more convenient
than walking, especially when
he has classes across campus.
Twomey was not aware
of any specific skateboarding
rules, and has received mixed
messages from Public Safety.
"I'm not 100 percent clear
on the rules," Twomey said. "I
have been told different things by

Tayler RV/The USD Vista

Skateboarding on campus raises questions for students.
ticketed and have my skateboard
taken away, but each time I was
polite and apologetic so there
weren't
any
consequences,"
Twomey said. "However, I've
talked to other students who have
been fined
for skateboarding."
As a student who skateboards
to and from class every day,

P-Safe officers. One officer told
me I was not allowed to at all,
another said only past 4 p.m., and
another said only on sidewalks."
While the rules remain
ambiguous for Twomey, he has
continued riding without any
consequences
from
P-Safe.
"I have been threatened to be

sophomore Chris Apodaca finds the
skateboard policy too restrictive.
"I have been stopped once,
after the time that skating is
allowed again in the afternoon,
and they told me to just get off the
street," Apodaca said. "I don't think
that the rules are fair. I have been
skateboarding to school since I was
six, I am not destroying property
and I have never run into anyone."
For Apodaca, the problem
is
not
the
skateboarders,
but the size of the campus.
"1 think that the campus is
too small for cars and the rules
should be shifted to favor emission
free on-campus transportation,"
Apodaca said. "The way 1 see it
is the skateboarders and bikers
are getting a lot of blame for
not having a great space to
get around on their vehicles."
Sophomore Franklin Floresca,
a daily skater, has had a more rocky
road with Public Safety when it
comes to skateboarding on campus.
"I was only made aware of the
rules of campus after being pulled
over by P-Safe twice," Floresca
said. "However, I'm still fuzzy on
the rules. Not from my own lack
of listening or understanding, but
because some P-Safe officers are
very hostile towards skaters and
therefore they seem to incline
towards deviating from the set
of rules and regulations they set
and they would like to inflict the
highest penalty on you that they
could manage to pin on you."
Floresca
believes
that
skateboarding is a superior mode
of transportation on campus, and
that skateboarders should not be
a concern to campus officials.

Along with being pulled over
by Public Safety and receiving
mostly verbal warnings, Floresca
has also been issued a fine.
"I actually had received a
fine," Floresca said. "However,
after explaining my situation
to a levelheaded person in the
Office of Student Affairs, they
rescinded the fine.
This year,
they dealt out no warnings, only
punishments
and
penalties."
While general skateboarding
policies can be found on the
USD
website,
the
Public
Safety department's role with
skateboarding is still unclear
to
students.
Chief
Larry
Barnett elaborated on that role.
"Public Safety's role in
USD's
Skateboarding
policy
is to prevent serious accidents
and injuries on our campus
by enforcing the University's
policies," Barnett said. "Violations
of USD skateboarding policies are
referred by Public Safety to the
Office of Ethical Development
and
Restorative
Practices."
According to Barnett, the most
frequently reported skateboarding
complaints or violations to
Public Safety involve incidents
of skateboarding on campus
roadways
and
skateboarding
through busy campus intersections.
The consequences of violating
USD's skateboarding policies
are then determined by the
Office of Ethical Development
and
Restorative
Practices.
Overall, it appears that further
clarification of skateboarding
policies around campus is needed
to keep both USD boarders
and
P-Safe officers
happy.

New vaccine protects students
from meningitis serogroup B
BROOKLYN DIPPO
NEWS EDITOR

Meningitis B is a rare but
deadly disease that threatens
young adults and is not protected
against by routine vaccinations.
Luckily for students at the
University of San Diego a new
vaccine that does protect against
serogroup B meningitis is available
at the Student Health Center.
There
are five
main
groups of bacteria that cause
meningitis. While universities
require students to have the
meningococcal conjugate vaccine
(MCV4), it only protects against
serogroups A, C, W, and Y. This
makes communities susceptible
to outbreaks of
meningitis
B more than any other type.
Meningitis bacteria is spread
through respiratory secretions,
meaning that students can contract
the bacteria from kissing, sharing
cups or utensils, or simply from
living in close quarters. The
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symptoms are flu-like
but the
internal attack is far worse. The
bacteria infect the meninges, the
cells surrounding the brain and
spinal cord. Meningitis B kills 10
percent of those infected within
48 hours and leaves others with
brain damage, hearing loss, loss
of limbs, and kidney disease.
In the fall of 2014, a first year
at San Diego State University, Sara
Stelzer went to the hospital for flu
like symptoms and died less than
two days later of meningitis B.
The San Diego community reacted
quickly with screenings and
antibiotics for any students that
may have been exposed at SDSU
or elsewhere. Fortunately, no other
cases were traced back to Stelzer.
Following this outbreak, the
Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) approved the vaccine
Trumenba with the accelerated
approval
regulatory
pathway
that reduces the time to make
the vaccination available to
the public. Trumenba was the
first FDA approved vaccine

preventing meningitis B.
The vaccination is not
required like the MCV4 vaccine
is, and is not as widely available
yet, but it is offered
at the
USD Student Health Center.
Pamela Sikes, the director
of the Student Health Center,
recommends
that
students
get
vaccinated
because
of
the severity of the disease.
"Last year Trumenba became
readily available and recommended
routinely for those at increased risk
for serogroup B meningococcal
infections," said Sikes. "There
are a few medical conditions that
put one at increased risk. For our
university population, students
are considered at increased
risk because of a serogroup B
meningococcal disease outbreak."
Trumenba is a three dose
series of vaccinations and costs
$130 per dose. The cost may be
covered by the student's health
insurance. Though pricy, the
vaccinations are very effective
and
potentially
lifesaving.
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USD community cares for their common home
Members of USD celebrate the 23rd Annual All Faith Service

TAYLER RV

TAYLER REVIERE VERNINAS
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR
Wow, time really does
fly when you are having fun.
Spring semester is finally here
and campus is swarming with
students, many of whom have
returned from studying abroad.
Honestly, I forgot how chaotic
second semester is, especially the
breaks in-between classes with
swarms of people walking to the
next building. The first day back
I was completely startled by just
how many people were on campus.
Pretty dramatic of me, yes.
However, as I adjusted to the
influx of individuals, I reminisced
about my first spring semester of
college and how exciting it was.
New classes meant a chance to
meet new people, new instructors
meant new information to learn,
and new experiences meant more
sentimental college memories.
That being said, 1 am really
looking forward to this semester.
Not only will it be fun socially,
r but jt w ill be a semester filled with
more fond memories and l i f e - '
learning experiences. For some
reason I have this immense feeling
of optimism that this will be the
semester for individual growth.
Every moment in life adds
to who we are becoming. But
maybe this is the semester to
truly thrive, not just survive.
Although I have not yet
studied abroad, I can imagine how
the adjustment back to the states
might be hard, both academically
and culturally, for some students.
For my fellow travelers, keep an
open-mind. Maybe San Diego
can't provide you with some
insane
cultural
experiences
that those other countries did,
but don't close it off to be
"just another semester" in SD.
Stay positive. Remember
all of the life lessons you
learned abroad and share those
experiences. Enlighten those of us
who have not had the opportunity
to study abroad yet. Share
those moments of heartbreak,
pure
happiness,
humility,
and unbelievable excitement.
For my fellow Toreros who
are on semester two of USD
life this year, stay classy. Keep
working hard in school, continue
to make newfriendships, and don't
be afraid to go outside of your
comfort zone and try new things.
Explore outside our little USD
bubble and engage with those
living in communities beyond
our own. Go on a multitude of
adventures that will enable you
to discover something about
yourself you have not yet found.
For everyone, embrace every
moment and person that you
encounter this spring semester.
Don't just make it another one
in the book of college memories.
Make it the best damn chapter
you have experienced thus far.'
Survive? Sure. Thrive? Yes.
Be fully alive? Most definitely.

A&C EDITOR
"Our common home, this
beautiful earth we share. Our
common home, may we tend to
its care," was sung throughout
the Shiley Theatre at the 23rd
Annual All
Faith Service.
Students, faculty, and leaders
of various faith communities
gathered together in prayer to
celebrate an essential component
of
Catholic
identity
and
recognition of individual religious
traditions within the community.
This yearns theme, Care for
Our Common Home, was inspired
by the recent letter from Pope
Francis that called for universal
concern and reverence for the
integrity of creation. Leaders
from the Hindu, Christian,
Buddhist,
Jewish,
Muslim,
and Native American religious
communities shared their unique
rituals in recognition of nature.
Senior
Kevin
Karn,
who
recited
the
prayer
intercession for Christianity,
shares
what
this
annual
tradition at USD means to him.
"I think it is critical to
be fluent in multiple traditions
because even though we go
.to

a

school

with

Photo Courtesy of Nick Kowalski

The various flags symbolize he diverse religions recognizi I at the All Faith Service.
various
rituals
performed.
"Being able to read on
stage with people from different
backgrounds was a unique
experience," Karn said. "Being
involved in University Ministry
and having the opportunity to
represent a portion of the student
body was something that I
definitely appreciated. I think
the Buddhist meditation was
very quiet and focused; it was a
cool experience. You could feel

our solidarity with one another."
Sophomore
Grant
Gilbreth attended the event
and shared his experience.
"The Buddhist meditation
read by Dr. Tsomo was the most
interesting because it was a very
spiritual experience and a little
bit more unorthodox than the
others," Gilbreth said. "However,
I found learning about the
intricacy of Jewish traditions to be
supplementary in understanding

a diverse

the energy of the room without

many of the other presentations.

group of individuals, we do
have a lot in common," Karn
said.
"Understanding
these
commonalities around central
themes, like nature, is a great way
for people to focus on the unity
of the different faith traditions
rather than their differences."
Karn's
past
attendance
fostered
his
appreciation
for the ceremony and the

looking at anyone else and just
focusing on the words being said."
The
opening
of
the
ceremony included a procession
of 26 flags
from different
countries, demonstrating the
diversity of religious practices in
many parts of the world. As stated
in the All Faith Service pamphlet,
"Though faiths are different, care
for creation is a means to show

The type of culture, and structure
that we have developed in
modernity has disregarded our
value of simple things like nature,
our consumption of resources,
and our overall intention to
care, for the home we inhabit."
This is Gilbreth's second
year attending the service and
has much gratitude for oncampus events like this that

series. The show unveils Avery's
connection to the second murder,
the twists and turns of his trial, and
his eventual conviction. Viewers
may find
the entire scenario
suspicious, particularly because
a conflict of interest undoubtedly
existed between Avery and the
county police who erroneously
convicted him of the first murder.

why it has become so popular."
The peculiar circumstances
of
Avery's
case
ignited
viewership of the show, which
premiered during USD's finals
week on Dec. 18, 2015. Not
only has the show become a
popular watch, but it has become
a popular topic of conversation
and controversy among viewers.

expose students to a multiplicity
of perspectives, and traditions.
"As a Christian, going to
this service is a reminder of the
innumerable ways people come
to know God," Gilbreth said.
"With that said, you recieve this
sense of humility you get from
the different performances and
rituals. You come to the table in
your own way seeking truth and
to see it lived in so many different
ways it is a reminder that you are
not in the center of it all — God is."
USD audience members
were captivated by the rituals of
each religion represented that
day, showing reverence toward
the sacredness of the individual
rituals and the care for creation.
The event was a memorable
ceremony in which individuals
were able to appreciate and
respect
those traditions of
communities outside their own.

"Making a Murder" makes viewers question the truth

JENNA PRINCIPE
CONTRIBUTOR
Step aside CSI. there's a
new ciime scene show making
headlines. "Making a Murderer"
is a Netflix original documentary
series that has sparked quite
the controversy among viewers
around the country, including
students of the University
of San Diego. The 10-part
collective, filmed over a span
of 10 years, details the story of
Wisconsin man Steven Avery
as he undergoes conviction of
first-degree murder. This is not
your average murder mystery,
however, as Avery had previously
served 18 years in prison
regarding another murder and
sexual assault case, which he did
not commit. When new evidence
was uncovered proving Avery's
innocence, he was exonerated.
Following his exoneration,
Avery sued the county police
for 36 million dollars in
compensation.
Amidst
this
dilemma, Avery was arrested
in another murder case—the
horrific, controversial case that
is explored in the documentary

"It
fundamentally
makes
you
question
everything
you've
ever
known
about
law
enforcement
and what side they are really on."
- Kelly McPherson
Sophomore
Anelise
Hunziker
was
immediately
intrigued
by
the
series.
"I'm not usually one to
watch murder mystery - type
shows, but this show has a
very unique element in that the
circumstances involving the
case are so complex," Hunziker
said. "It's the type of showthat you don't want to stop
watching until you find out what
happens. I can definitely see

Sophomore Anthony Dang
expresses his suspicion regarding
the circumstances in the show.
"It is difficult to decipher
whether or not Steven Avery
was actually involved in the
second murder or not," Dang
explained. "There is evidence
that unfolds throughout the show
that makes it appear as though
he was framed. But, by the
same token, there was evidence
that was not in Avery's favor."

•The' title of the series
"Making a Murderer" has
implications that Avery was
wrongly accused of a crime for a
second time. Although some may
believe that this is indeed the
case, others might not be so sure.
Senior Kelly McPherson
is an avid watcher of the
show
and
comments
on
how it affects the audience.
"To me this show has blurred
the lines of law enforcement in
every way," McPherson said.
"I really don't know if Steven
Avery is being racial profiled,
taken advantage of because he
isn't the smartest, or whether all
this is just because of a grudge.
It fundamentally makes you
question everything you've ever
known about law enforcement
and whose side they are really on."
Whether viewers believe
Avery is innocent or guilty, the
show certainly made impact
in the workings of the judicial
system. According to an article
from The Rolling Stone, a
petition to pardon Steven Avery
from his alleged involvement in
the murder received over 100,000
signatures in the first
week.
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Enjoy San Diego in its musical glory

Don 7 miss Fat Tuesday and skinny Tyga!
Check out these even ts in San Diego and start off the new semester with a bang. .

4

4

BILLY BONNELL

JACK & JACK

THE AMERICAN
COMEDY COMPANY'
8 P.M.

HOUSE OF BLUES, SD

5

SAINTSENECA

CASBAH
7 P.M.

5 : 3° P M -

21+

5

JHENC AIKO

THE OBSERVATORY
NORTH PARK
7 P.M.

5

BRAZIL CARNIVAL
MARDI GRAS
FUSE NIGHTCLUB
$22-$99

$10

6

WARREN G

THE OBSERVATORY
NORTH PARK
7 P.M.

9

7

THE BIG GAME
VIEWING PARTY

SAN DIEGO
FAT TUESDAY

PARQ RESTAURANT
AND NIGHTCLUB

GASLAMP QUARTER

10

10

HOUSE OF BLUES, SD
7 P.M.

THE OBSERVATORY

JESS GLYNNE

TYGA

$35+

NORTH PARK
7 P.M.

$20

Mixin' Up Spring Semester
Kick off second semester with
some upbeat remixes

-AND SAVE!-

Come Back To Me - filous Remix

Urban Cone, Tove Lo

No coupon or appointment necessary.

Heart Attack -.Snakeships Remix

Flight Facilities, Owl Eyes
Miss U (Jai Wolf Remix)

Kitty
Crave You - Adventure Club Remix

Flight Facilities
Bad Idea - Applebottom Remix

AIunaGeorge
• ••

'

Ghost (Bjorn Remix)
Visit us at sandiego.JiffyLube.com foradditional coupon offers and participating Jiffy Lube' service centersnear you.

Alex and The Talai Lama, Bjorn
COOL-DJSliink Remix

LE YOUTH
Twenty-Something (Lucian Remix)

Kiri Tse
Future Is Mine - Jetique x MYNGA Remix

DJ Cassidy, Chromeo, Wale
One Day They 7/ Know - ODESZA Remix

Pretty Lights

•

*

Start Your Graduate Degree
in 2016 at Azusa Pacific
Occupations that require a master's degree are projected to grow the fastest in the coming years, making graduate school a worthwhile
investment. This year, make your resolutions a reality. Further your career goals with a graduate degree from Azusa Pacific University,
one of the nation's top Christian universities.

Join the

graduate students
currently advancing
their education at APU.

4,200+
Choose from:

Business and Leadership
MBA, Management, Leadership, Accounting,
Organizational Psychology

HealthCare
Athletic Training, Physical Therapy, Nursing

Education
Azusa | High Desert | Inland Empire | Los Angeles
Murrieta | Orange County | San Diego | Online

Educational Leadership, School Counseling and
School Psychology, Teacher Education, Higher Education,
Nursing Education

Helping Professions
MFT, Psychology, Social Work

A

Find your program today! apu.edu/programs
Join us as we celebrate our 11th annual..

TECHNOLOGY

AZUSA PACIFIC
U N I V E R S I T Y
God First Since 1899

Contact the

ITS HELP
DESK
today!
V

.

' • nr
.

•

'

8

Torero Store
help@sandiego.edu
(619) 260-7900
UC117. Torero Store
sandiego.edu/its

Discover the latest trends in technology and learning!

\

Presented by
http://bit.ly/usdtechshowcase

FOLLOW US:

13®#
@usditshelpdesk
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JAMIE EDDY
FEATURE EDITOR

It is officially Spring
2016 and many of us at USD
are second semester seniors.
First, I want to congratulate
myself and my fellow peers on
crushing three and a half years
of college. Second, I want to
say thank you to everyone that
has made my college experience
so memorable and worthwhile.
If it's not obvious already,
a lot has changed since freshman
year
concerning
family,
friends, and just life in general.
Goals, personal desires,
opinions, and attitudes all
evolve and progress with time,
especially as I, and the USD
community as a whole, transition
year to year, learning and
growing each step of the way.
It has been a challenging,
interesting,
and
rewarding
journey filled with educationally
stimulating courses, lifelong
connections with teachers and
students,and many ups and downs.
Most importantly, USD has

offered myself and others with
the proper tools to interact and
establish convincing and wellinformed opinions and arguments
on topics that are relevant and
applicable in all aspects of life.
For example, it feels
excellent
to
converse
in
intellectual conversation with my
parents and elders on particular
topics that I would not have been
versed in even just a year ago.
As a senior, I've often
found myself reflecting and
looking at the many instances
where I've made mistakes as
well as where I've excelled.
Some simple yet legitimate
advice to first, second, and third
year students: take advantage
of all the resources offered on
campus, get involved, travel or
road trip to cool areas around
and outside of San Diego, allow
yourself to push boundaries,study
abroad if possible, and set goals
outside of your comfort zone.
Attending USD as an
undergraduate student is a unique
blessing and should not be
disregarded-or put down. While
I'll admit it took some time for
USD and the San Diego lifestyle
to kick in for me personally, the
Southern California way of living
has grown on me so much so that I
am now applying forpost-graduate
job opportunities in the area.
There is no doubt that the
looming yet inevitable approach
of graduation is a scary, exciting,
happy, and crazy time, but the best
part of all is going to be watching
my classmates absolutely rock
their graduate robes and caps
proudly and go on to do incredible
things with the rest of their lives.

Photo Courtesy of John Farrell Macdonald/Flickr

Getting back into the groove

The infamous IPJ view, which overlooks beautiful San Diego from the south end of the University of San Diego campus.

Strategies to get you right back into the swing of things for the Spring 2016 semester
JAMIE EDDY
FEATURE EDITOR

Is

school
actually
in
session
already?
The
answer
is
yes,
unfortunately you are required to
go back to school and take on a
whole new roster of classes after
a sweet five-week winter break of
back

nothing butrelaxing,traveling,and
hanging with family and friends.
It may seem like too soon
but the beginning of the semester
gives each student at USD the
opportunity to start fresh, make
new goals,grow a little bit,and get
you one step closer to graduating.
Understandably, there is
usually a bit of a struggle to hop

right back into a full week of
school. Students are frantically
buying books, registering and re
registering for classes, crashing
classes, trying to get organized,
and simply reminding themselves
that break is over and school is
back in session. We've all been
there before and felt the pain of
busyness and stress that school

tends to bring with it, but it is
important to take a moment or
two (or three) and write down
what you must do in order to have
a successful yet fun semester.
Here are some free tips,
strategies, and advice that will help
you achieve greatness in school
while balancing a million and one
other things. Take it or leave it.

Tips to get hack in the groove
1. Get a planner and get organized.
Record and acknowledge upcoming
assignments, papers, and tests. That way
when the due date approaches, you are
prepared and finished rather than crying and
cramming.
2. Manage your time well.
Figure out where you have free time in
your schedule to do what makes you happy.
Exercise, grocery shop, watch Netflix,
craft or paint, catch up on free reading, or
anything else that appeals to you and takes
some stress away.
3. Pay attention.
Listen and observe those around you,
specifically in class. Understanding and
hearing what your peers and teachers have
to say is important. You will find that it is
far more beneficial for yourself and others if
you are present in the moment, steering clear
of distractions. You may get more out of the
class than you initially thought.
4. Keep it real.
If a class or teacher is truly unappealing
to you, drop it and add something that fits
your style. Also, continue to be kind to others,
including yourself. Take time to relax if you're
feeling overwhelmed and remember there are
countless resources on campus that are meant
to help out if you are feeling overworked.
5. Eat healthy and get some ZZZ's.
Research shows that students who get more
than seven hours of sleep at night in addition
to eating well and exercising regularly,
overall perform better in school and can
function properly throughout the day without
getting tired.

USD Mortar Board
Selection for 2W1?
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TOP MOVIES FROM THE
LAST HALF DECADE
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The movie making industry produced a wide variety of multi-dimensional, ground breaking, and genuine films between
2011 and 2015. However, as USD audiences know, some films are sub-par and lack the breadth and depth that viewers want,
forcing people to rethink paying $12 for a movie ticket when rating reviews are less than average.
We've rounded up a list of the top movies over the last half-decade from IMDb and some student perspectives.

111 i t n n m 11 i i n i i 11111111111111111111 i n 11111111111
Contributor Choice: While the IMDb rating may not have been fantastic, the soundtrack for the 2011
movie, "Drive", is an 11/10, the storyline is intriguing and easy to follow, and Ryan Gosling killed it in
2011
his role, making "Drive" a must see of 2011.
1. Harry Potter and the
Deathly Hallows - Part 2
2. I Am Number Four
3. Warrior

Student Perspective: Senior Claire Reid, who is a big time movie fanatic, was pleasantly surprised by
Gosling's ability to transition into a more advanced and difficult role from movies like "The Notebook.'
"He [Gosling] honestly surprised me and I kind of really like him as that type of character you see in
"Drive" versus the typical Notebook-like character he has played so many times," Reid said. "It lets
viewers see him adapt and assimilate into a very different character than what we are used to seeing. I
give him praise for his latest role."

nnnniiiiminiinnmiiiniHiiiimniiuiinT
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Contributor Choice: "Prometheus" has a great cast and includes themes of uncertainty and curiosity had

2012

1. Django Unchained
2. The Dark Knight Rises
3. The Avengers

viewers on the edge of their seats. Dr. Shaw, played by Noomi Rapace is an undoubtedly badass female
character along with Michael Fassbender, who plays an android devoid of emotion and conscious.
Whether you enjoy SciFi or space movies, this film gets your adrenaline pumping and will have you
screaming at your TV. •
Student Perspective: Senior Kelly McPherson and her roommates enjoy watching old favorites on rainy
days. "We just re-watched Silver Linings Playbook," McPherson said. "It is one of my favorite movies
partly because the cast is phenomenal but also the script is amazing.1 could watch it every week and still
like it."

IIIIIIIIMIIIIIHIIIIIIMIIIIMIIII
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Contributor Choice: The top movie of 2013 was "Dallas Buyers Club" in which Matthew McConaughey
delivers one of the more stellar performances in his career. "Dallas Buyers Club" also openly shed light
. on the AIDS epidemic, which was rarely discussed during this time period in the United States, opening
up conversation to the subject, ultimately resulting in positive reviews from viewers.
1. The Wolf of Wall Street Student Perspective: Senior Scott Beaudoin gives McConaughey props for his commitment to the film
and openness to discussing the AIDS epidemic that rocked so many people's lives. "It was a little dark
2. Oblivion
and unpredictable," Beaudoin said. "I was constantly nervous but excited to see what was going to
3. We're the Millers
happen next and McConaughey seriously just tore the movie apart with how well he got into character."

2013
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Contributor choice: The "Babadook is an Australian horror film about a single mother struggling to raise

2014

1. Interstellar
2. Gone Girl
3. The Imitation Game

her strange and imaginative child, who believes she killed her fiance. This movie strings together themes
of love, mental instability, and the breakdown of individual sanity due to stress. It defies classic horror
movie stereotypes and leads you one way the entire time while actually going in an entirely different
direction, which was a big part of the appeal for the audience.
Student Perspective: Senior Sarah May is a big fan of thriller movies and was shocked at how "Baba
dook" affected her while watching the film in comparison to others. "It had been awhile since I'd seen an
actual thriller movie that legitimately scared me and had me nervous throughout the entire film," May
said. "I think I screamed a few times and was definitely a little in shock at how well the film made me
feel anxious, scared, and excited all at once."

[ i i i i i n i L m rm-i 111111 i I 1111111II11 1 1 I I 1 1 I I M M i l
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Contributor choice: "Ex Machina" has an abstract plotline that accurately displays the fusion of artificial
intelligence (AI) and humans. The way in which director Alex Garland incorporated sexuality into this
2015
AI in the sense of the AI figuring out what men want and how to use it against them was much more

1. Star Wars: Episode
realistic than previous films. "Ex Machina" will have your heart pumping and takes some unforeseen
| VII - The Force
twists and turns along the way.
Student Perspective: Sophomore Janek Bielski recently saw Star Wars in theaters while studying abroad in
Awakens
Prague. "It doesn't compare to prior Star Wars films but the CGI effects were great," Bielski said. "I think
2. TheRevenant
they outdid themselves because of how high their budget was and the hype surrounding the movie
definitely helped perpetuate the end result before it even came out."
3. Room
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Free IT Workshops
for all Toreros

FEBRUARY 4,2016

BUSINESS

THE USD VISTA

BUSINESS EDITOR
DIEGO LUNA

ASST. BUSINESS EDITOR
HENLEY DOHERTY

@diegotothemoon

@ralphlaurhen

Are the Chargers worth the $1.1 billion?
Talk about stadium relocation stirs up mixed emotions among students at USD

DIEGO LUNA
BUSINESS EDITOR

@diegotothemoon

HENLEY DOHERTY
ASST. BUSINESS EDITOR
@ralphlaurhen

Many classes here at USD
require the use of computer
programs and
software
to
help
boost
the
classroom
learning experience. In my own
experience, I've had to use a
variety of programs in quite
a few of my business classes.
However, not being a very
tech-savvy person, I wished I
would have had more experience
with these programs beforehand.
Business and art classes
in particular at USD often
require the use of software such
as Microsoft Excel as well as
Adobe Photoshop and InDesign
Programs like these can
require a lot of careful attention
and
detailed
experience.
Luckily, USD's Information
Technology Services (ITS) will
now be offering free Workshops
to all students and faculty
throughout this spring semester.
These workshops include handson training with navigating
through a wide variety of
computer software programs.
The programs focused on in the
workshops include but are not
limited to Blackboard, Google
Docs, iMovie, Qualtrics, as well
as all of the Adobe programs.
A complete list of all
available workshop computer
programs as well as the workshop
schedule can both be found
online on the ITS homepage.
Aside from the group
training sessions that are already
scheduled, students can also
request to have an individual
training session, where they
will be able to work oneon-one with an experienced
user of their chosen program.
Not only is it important to
be able to use these computer
programs for classes, but also
for your future career as well.
It's well-known that programs
such as Excel are used constantly
in many offices and in various
jobs. If you're going into the
business world in particular,
it's impressive to not just be
familiar with Excel, but to
actually be proficient at using it.
I think that by taking part
in these workshops held by
ITS, you can get a jumpstart on
making yourself a more attractive
employee to your future business
opportunities. So, you should
do yourself a favor and make
sure that you take advantage of
these workshops throughout the
semester. After all, they're free!

The city of San Diego
and other county officials
have made their final pitch to
the National Football League,
in what has been an ongoing
battle to keep the Chargers
from moving to Los Angeles.
The mayor and his elected
officials proposed a 41-page
letter that will aim to help
persuade NFL team owners to
keep the Chargers in San Diego.
NBC San Diego says Mayor
Kevin Faulconer and county
commissioner
Ron
Roberts
signed the letter, which outlined
a plan that has many costs that
would burden the city of San
Diego, The letter mentions a
new $1.1 billion architectural
wonder to replace the 51-yearold aging Qualcomm Stadium
There
will
be
$350
million
public
contribution,
plus the Chargers will pitch
in an additional $353 million.
The NFL is expected to
contribute $200 million, with
another $187 million coming
from personal seat licenses.
Many University of San
Diego
students
agree
that
relocating the Chargers is
the better option, but others
completely despise the idea of
filing for permanent relocation.
Even some local San
Diegans believe the talks about
relocation are just a bunch of
hoopla and a publicity stunt.
Junior and local San
Diegan
George
Medina
believes that moving to L.A.
would not benefit anyone.
"Moving to L.A. makes
no sense!" Medina said. "There
is no fan base, they'd pay a fine

for moving, they'd be second
team to the Rams, and it will
take them at least 10 years
before they'd even start being
considered an L.A. team."
Many other passionate fans
such as Medina have been in
San Diego their whole lives and
enjoy seeing their team grow
from a small organization to
their once dominating presence.
Qualcomm Stadium is now a

located in the heart of Mission
Valley. The original construction
cost was $27.75 million, which
was in the 1960's. Taking into
consideration the time value
of money, the initial amount
now equates to $197 million.
However, these numbers
mean very little to others and
they presume moving to L.A. is
in the Chargers' best interest.
Senior Joseph Hiebb has

proposal, they would join
the other three billion dollar
stadiums which are AT&T
stadium in Dallas, Levi's
stadium in Santa Clara, and
the most expensive, MetLife
stadium in New York which
sits at $1.6 billion. They would
also be among the 13 teams to
build a stadium since 2000.
The city of San Diego
only relies on one more national

Photo Courtesy of Eric Neitzel/Flickr Creative Commons

Mayor Kevin Faulconer reveals a $1.1 billion dollar proposal for new San Diego stadium.
multi-purpose stadium. However,
it was not always that way. Since
its debut in 1967 the stadium has
been renamed three times. First,
it was called San Diego Stadium
and in 1980 it was renamed
as Jack Murphy Stadium.
Finally in 1997 it became the
iconic
Qualcomm
Stadium.
Since its inauguration, the
stadium has hosted three Super
Bowl games: Super Bowl XXII in
1988, Super Bowl XXXII in 1998,
and Super Bowl XXXVII in 2003.
The stadium still hosts the
San DiegoChargers and San Diego
State University (SDSU) Aztecs
football, among other events.
With a seating capacity of
70,561, Qualcomm Stadium is

CAMP

POMT1AC

worked for Qualcomm Stadium
before and agrees that moving to
L.A. would have many benefits

franchised team which are
the San Diego Padres. If the
Chargers were to relocate, the

Moving to LA. makes no sense! They'd be
second team to the Rams." — George Medina
to the city, team, and players.
"In my opinion the Chargers
should
share
the
stadium
elsewhere," Hiebb said. "It will
be the best stadium besides
the Dallas Cowboy's AT&T
stadium, instead of staying in the
oldest stadium in the NFL, they
would be able to capitalize and
host many more Super Bowls and
attract their declining fan base."
If the city of San Diego
approves
the
$1.1
billion

financial costs are substantial
and has a high risk-reward factor.
There are still many
uncertainties within the Chargers
organization, but what is known
is that they will stay in San
Diego for at least one more year.
However, their fanbase
needs to step up their attendance
at home games'since they have
been ranked as one of the five
NFL teams that are most likely
to be blacked out on television.

THE GREATEST SUM
MER OF YOUR LIFE!
CAMP PONTIAC IS
COMING TO University
of San Diego!
Camp Pontiac, a premier co
ed overnight camp located in
New York: State, is looking for
fun, enthusiastic and mature
individuals who can teach and
assist in all areas of athletics,
aquatics, the arts or as a gen
eral bunk counselor. View our
website at www.camppontiac.
com. To set up an interview
please email Stefanie@>camppontiac.com or call Stefanie at
5 1 6-626-7668. Interviews will
be held on Thursday, February
25th 1 OrOO AM — 6:00 PM in
the Career Development Cen
ter.
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San Diego's Climate Action Plan
The City Council proposes to turn to completely renewable energy resources

HENLEY DOHERTY
ASST. BUSINESS EDITOR

@ralphlaurhen

Thus, the enactment of Climate
Action Plan has been stalled
by the debated between private
and public power distribution.
Understandably, in the face
of losing business, San Diego

Senior
Claudio
Trespalacios,
double-major
in
Business
Administration
and Environmental Studies, is
skeptical of the success of San
Diego's Climate Action Plan.

city

with renewable power.
"This plan would boost the
economies of those companies
focusing on renewable energy,"
Trespalacios said. "It would
urge companies like Sempra
and
SDG&E
to
change
towards
renewable
energy,
which would allow them to
remain a monopoly as the
city's central power provider."
Senior
Maxine
Velez,
International Business major,
sees the city's new energy plan as
an opportunity for innovation and
financial benefits for San Diegans.
"San Diego Gas & Electric
might have to go out of business,
but when newer innovations take
place, old inventions die," Velez
said. "So I think that this is a
necessary move. This also may

This past December, the
United Nations held a conference
on global climate change in Paris,
is a big investment that sees
France, enacting an international "It
plan to reduce climate change.
only
long
return
in
huge
term
Following this summit, the
-Claudio Trespalacios
San Diego City Council recently investment
met to take measures locally Gas & Electric is taking measures
"I think this is a fantastic
in accordance with this plan. to
prevent
possibly
being idea, but it is a little idealistic
According to the San Diego dismantled by the City Council. to think that there is going
UnionTribune, the Council passed The company, along with various to be a 100 percent change,"
the Climate Action Plan, which other groups, is raising concerns Trespalacios said. "It is a big
proposes to have the city running of the likelihood of an increase in investment that sees only long
solely on renewable power within price for this proposed renewable term return in huge investments."
the next 20 years, by 2035. power
Trespalacios
does,
for
city
residents.
This means that officials
The University of San however, see the opportunities
plan to use only solar, wind, Diego has played its own part for San Diego Gas & Electric
and
hydroelectric
sources in
the
movement
towards if it were to also provide the
of energy to power the city. sustainability
through
its
While an increasing number Office of Sustainability, which
of cities around the U.S. are focuses on providing green
taking similar measures, San transportation as well as minimal
Diego is one of the only cities trash output and water waste.
that plans to run on 100 percent
The school also already had
renewable power. This is a major a large focus on renewable energy.
feat to accomplish, as Burlington, According to the Association for
Vermont remains the only city in the Advancement of Sustainability
the U.S. to already be running on in Higher Education, USD
purely renewable power.
features the third largest mounted
There is an ongoing debate, rooftop solar panel of all college
however, over who should campuses in the U.S., the two
provide this new green energy largest being at Arizona State
to the city-All of San Diego's University followed by California
power is currently provided State University at Fullerton.
by San Diego Gas & Electric,
USD's
solar
power
a private company owned by generates about 20 percent of the
Photo Courtesy of
Sempra Energy Utility that is power for the campus's indoor
San Diego plans to use 100 pecent renewable energy by 2035.
not controlled by the city itself. and outdoor lighting fixtures.

give consumers an advantage
too because with renewable
power I think that people
will be saving more money."
While further revision of
the San Diego Climate Action
Plan is currently underway,
the City Council's proposed
methods of turning the city into
a completely renewable energypowered city as well as its
budget for this enactment remain
unclear. According to KB PS,
San Diego currently runs on 48
percent green energy already,
meaning that the remaining 52
percent is currently sourced
from non-renewable natural gas.
The City Council and its
elected non-profit environmental
boards will thus have to find a
greener way to cover roughly

Baker Electric/F/ickr Creative Commons

University of San Diego's SBA is on the rise
DIEGO LUNA
BUSINESS EDITOR

@diegotothemoon
Every year for the past
18 years, the British news
magazine, Financial Times, sets
out to identify and rank the best
colleges. This year, Financial
Times ranked University of Sail
Diego's MBA program among
the top five percent in the world.
Five percent may seem like
a tiny portion of the pie; however,
when you take into consideration
the more than 2,000 MBA
programs that exist, a spot in the
top 100 sounds insurmountable.
The fact that Financial Times
has ranked USD's full-time
MBA as 59th in the world is
quite
the
accomplishment.
There are faculty and staff
that believe these new rankings
make their degree more valuable
However,
there
are
some
students that believe the new
rankings aren't worth the hype.
Junior
Max
Cardinale
believes there is value added
depending if you look at the
situation long term or short term.
"I don't necessarily think
it adds value right away,"
Cardinale said. "I see how the
new rankings add value but
more in the long term rather
than immediately but I will say
that it makes our graduates more
competitive in the work force."
USD's debut appearance

on the list was in 2015, when
they were ranked at 66th in the
world. This year's ranking is a
notable seven place increment
on the top 100 MBA list.

reviewed by the admissions
committee, however, applicants
with a GMAT score below 500
are rarely offered admission,
If you are considering

"I can see how these new rankings add
value but more in the long term rather
than immediately."
—Max Cardinale
The top 100 MBA global
rankings were released on Jan.
25 and include colleges from
China, England, France, and
even the United Arab Emirates.
"The University of San Diego
School ofBusiness Administration
also rose to 28th in the nation
from last year's spot at 33.
There are 100 ranked schools
and only 47 are in the United
States. Six are in California, yet
University of San Diego is the
only university in San Diego
County to be ranked. Our cross
town rivals SDSU and UCSD
did not make the cut this year.
In light of these new
rankings,
students
might
ask what requirements USD
has for graduate admissions.
Law
schools
require
applicants to take the LSAT.
However,
business
schools
require applicants to take the
graduate management admissions
tests (GMAT). A competitive
GMAT score for USD is generally
within 550 and 700 points
or in the top 80th percentile.
All
applications
are

getting your MBA from the
University of San Diego School
of
Business Administration,
take a close look at the numbers.
The University of San
Diego's
graduate
programs
charge a per unit fee for
tuition. The cost, of tuition for
the 2015-16 year is $1,380
per unit. Once you tally up
tuition cost, parking permits,
student-fees,
health
service
fees, textbooks, and supplies, a
full time MBA from USD will
cost you $81,294 for two years.
If you do decide to attend
USD,you will join MBA students

from all over the world. In
addition, you'd have the chance
to work closely with the school's
Ahlers Center for International
Business to study or work
abroad in a number of global
cities, including Buenos Aires,
Delhi, Hong Kong, Munich,
Rio de Janeiro, and Shanghai.
TheFinancialTimesranking
uses weighted criteria in the areas
of salary, salary increments,
faculty research, job placement,
and
international
mobility.

salary for a USD graduate
is
$46,433
annually.
However, these numbers
do not reflect every student or
graduate and vary per industry.
Leading firms
that hire
USD MB As include Amazon,
Google, Bank of America, Ernst
and Young, Northrop Grumman,
and even San Diego based
companies such as Illumina,
Qualcomm.
and
ViaSat.
It is gratifying to see the
success of students and alumni.

"Financial
Times
ranked
University
of San Diego's MBA program among
the top 5 percent in the world."
Graduates
from
the
University of San Diego find work
in a variety of industries. The most
sought out industries by USD
MBAs include marketing, sales,
finance, banking, accounting,
auditing,
and
real
estate.
The
average
starting

In addition to the students, the
tremendous dedication given
by faculty, staff, as well as the
engagement of the business
community contributes to USD's
ability to be recognized as one
of the best business schools
for the second year in a row.

Photo Courtesy of Diego Luna/The Vista

Olin Hall is host to the University of San Diego School of Business Administration.
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Finding your
best major

ABBY GENTRY
OPINION EDITOR

I am hardly entitled to tell
anyone how to choose their major.
I just declared mine and it took
me entirely too long. I genuinely
feel like I considered every single
major that USD offers at one point
or another. When I came to college,
I thought I knew exactly what I
wanted to do. Then, somehow
I found myself knee deep into
my sophomore year with no clue
where I was heading. Funny how
that works. The English major 1
once deemed "perfect for me" no
longer seemed that way and I felt
uninspired and drained.
1 realized that the method I
was using to chose my major was
deeply flawed. I was trying to
decide what 1 wanted to do when
1 grow up and work backwards
from there. The problem was, I
had no idea what 1 wanted to do.
I still don't. In an ideal world,
I would be Justin Timberlake's
personal assistant and travel all
over the world with him. Too bad
there's not a major for that.
I

considered

Photo Courtesy of Flickr CC /Michael Vadon

Bernie Sanders spoke at this week's Democratic Primaries.

Let's get po-LIT-ical

everything.

When I thought of something
I could see myself doing post
graduation, I tried to think of
the major that matched. Again, I
found myself in classes that did
not interest or inspire me. Finally,
one day in the middle of my fall
semester, I gave up. I didn't know
what 1 wanted to do but 1 did know
that I needed to declare a major. I
picked up the USD course catalog
and began reading. I grabbed a
highlighter and highlighted every
class that sounded interesting.
Once I read through the entire
catalog (I skipped the math section
because I had to be somewhat
honest with myself), I went back
and tried to find some kind of
pattern. I quickly realized that
almost every class I highlighted
was in the communication studies
department. This was a major that
I had genuinely never considered
for myself, but was now extremely
excited about what my college
experience could potentially look
like. The next day, I went into the
communication studies office, and
declared myself a communication
studies major.
My point is, while it is
important to be thinking about
what you want to do, don't let
that weigh you down. If you
are engaged in your classes and
enjoying what you are learning,
things will work out. Taking
classes because you feel they are
the only way to get to a certain job
field will drain you .and potentially
make you resent that field. Take
classes that excite you and make
your college experience enjoyable
and everything will fall into place.

Students weigh in on Monday's Democratic Primaries
KARL STOUT
CONTRIBUTOR

With the start of the
2016
Presidential
primaries
on Monday, Feb. 1, the fight
for the democratic candidacy
will be a close one. The race
between presidential hopefuls
Hillary Clinton and Bernie
Sanders goes beyond finding
the right democratic candidate.
Simply
put,
Sanders
represents the people, while
Clinton
represents corporate
America. If Clinton wins,it will be
a victory for corporate America.
If Sanders wins, it will be a
victory for the people of America.
When
asked
about
the
Democratic
Primary,
sophomore
Kyle
Maloney
shares
his
mixed-emotions.
"These are two completely
different campaigns," Maloney
said. "Clinton seems focused
on becoming the first woman
president, and the issues she
discussed in 2008 do not really
align with those discussed in
2016. Sanders has had consistent
views, but I doubt congress will
let him put his ideas into effect
if he is elected. Frankly, I don't
know exactly what to make of it."
For Clinton, most of her
donations come from large
corporations such as JP Morgan
Chase, Time Warner, or the
Soros Fund Management among
many others. On the other hand,
Sanders has received over 2.5

million individual contributions
to his 2016 campaign, breaking
a record previously set by our
current president Barack Obama.
As a
potential future
president, Clinton desires total
power. She knows her gender
is enough to win some feeble
minded votes, but potentially
not enough to win the primary.
In efforts to gain additional
support, she has changed her
views on many controversial
issues to match them with
current,
popular
opinion.
In 2004, she was strongly
opposed to gay marriage; now,
she claims to be a full supporter.
She once promoted the Trans
Pacific Partnership, but during
the October debate, she claimed
to be undecided about her stance.
In 2002 she expressed support
for the Iraq war, then in 2015 she
reversed her belief and said that it
was a mistake. The list could go
on and on, and there is no telling
how Clinton's convictions will
change in the future. These flimsy
back and forth decisions make
her potential future as president
of the United States shaky.
On the other hand, Bernie
Sanders has always stayed true
to his principles. For his entire
political career, he has stood for
the simple concept of democracy.
All of the issues he speaks of
today arise out of the undermining
of American democracy. The
real beneficiaries today are the
corporations bribing politicians

and later reimbursed by taxpayers.
Sanders plans to fight
climate
change,
income
inequality, overpriced education,
endless war, and privatized
healthcare. Tackling these issues
will greatly benefit the vast
majority of the American people.
Those who will not benefit from
Sanders' proposed actions are
banks, pharmaceutical industries,
agricultural and oil industries,
privatized jails, big weapon
dealers, and other organizations
that pour money into the
government as an investment
for
a
promising
future.
It should be noted that
these organizations also give
money to the media to control
what the population hears about
the issues discussed during the
election. This is why you do
not hear a lot about Sanders
on television, but rather about
Clinton's emails and the GOP.
Yes, Clinton's campaign
claims to tackle issues such
as campaign finances,
climate
change,
criminal
justice,
healthcare, and many others
listed on her website. If elected,
perhaps she will take action on
some of these issues. However,
she will not bring change to the
corrupt political system that has
brought in millions of dollars
to her own 2016 campaign. For
Clinton,
ensuring
corporate
welfare means a few million
dollars to add to her bank account.
Though her honesty is

questionable, Clinton has the
potential to be a strong leader in
our current political system, and
America would be far better off
with her in office than a sadistic
Donald Trump. However, our
current political system needs
radical reform, and the best
candidate for that is Sanders.
Today,
America's
government responds chiefly to
the demands of corporations that
rely on destructive methods for
their profits. Those who do not
believe this, along with those
who believe Clinton will change
this, are purely delusional. The
detriments of war, unsustainable
energy,
farming,
and
the
exploitation of natural resources,
are extremely beneficial to certain
lobbyists bribing our politicians.
Obscene
amounts
of
money
travel
through our
government
to ensure our
policies do not interfere with
these destructive practices. This
is why the battle between Clinton
and Sanders is so important.
If Clinton wins the primary,
I believe the political system
will essentially stay the same no
matter who is elected. Corporate
money will continue to rule over
government. If Sanders wins the
primary and election, I believe
our corrupt political system will
be challenged. This will lead
to the restoration of democracy
imagined by the founding fathers
of America, and the beginning
of a complex process of change.

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego, or its student body.
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#OscarsSoWhite or #OscarsSoWhat?
Why boycotting the Oscars is a waste of time

ABBY GENTRY
OPINION EDITOR
Every year the Academy
Awards celebrates talent, fine art,
and hard work by honoring the
film industry's most exceptional
stars. This year, the glamorous
evening has been overshadowed
by several celebrities who have
chosen to boycott the event due
to what they believe is racial
discrimination. On Jan. 18, just
three days after the nominees
were publically listed, Jada
Pinkett Smith posted a video to
her Facebook page announcing
that she would not be attending
the 88th annual Academy Awards
to protest the fact that all of
the major nominees are white.
Director Spike Lee and his
wife have chosen to join Smith
in her boycott and she is also
gaining support, but no boycott,
from actors and actresses such
as George Clooney and Reese
Witherspoon. Although Smith
has gained a great amount of
support, there are some who
are openly standing against her.
Janet Hubert, aka Aunt Viv from
"The Fresh Prince of Bel Air,"
posted an opposing video to her
Facebook page. Hubert claims
that Smith is only taking a stand
because her husband was snubbed
from an Oscar nomination,
essentially calling her a sore loser.
The fact that this year's

Oscar nominees lack diversity
is undeniable. Each actor and
actress nominated as on screen
talent is Caucasian. The only
diversity seen is within the
off-screen nominations. With
this being said, I do not think
Jada Pinkett Smith's boycott
is aimed in the right direction.
When looking at the major
blockbuster films
from 2015
to 2016, the majority of them
have a mostly Caucasian cast.
Films such as "Straight Outta
Compton," "Dope," and "ChiRaq" contain highly diverse
casts but with little substance
I believe deemed worthy to
be nominated for an Oscar.
Sophomore
Caroline
Gallagher shares her opinion
on
the
nominated films.
"I thought 'Straight Outta
Compton'
was
entertaining
and the plotline and story
was exciting," said Caroline.
"However, I don't think it was
amazing cinematography and
incredible acting worthy of an
Oscar." The issue concerning a
lack of diversity in Hollywood
is not one that should be taken
up with The Academy, but rather
with the lack of high quality films
being made with a diverse cast.
Ultimately, boycotting the
Oscars will not fix anything.
Rather, it makes those who are
choosing the boycott the event

Earn Your Master's Degree
in Psychology, Counseling,
or Social Work from
Azusa Pacific University
Everywhere you look you see broken,
hurting people—men, women, children,
couples, and families struggling with diverse
issues. Azusa Pacific can prepare you for a
career dedicated to improving the lives of
others in a variety of professional settings.
Our graduate programs provide the tools
you'll need to make a difference.

Photo Courtesy of Flickr CC/Red Carpet Report

The Academy president, Cheryl Boone Isaacs and Chris
Pratt presenting the 2016 Acadmy Award nominees.
come across as bitter. Yes,
maybe Will Smith should have
been nominated for his role as
Dr. Bennett Omalu in the movie
"Concussion," or, maybe the
other nominees were just more
deserving. How can you claim
that the sole reason he was not
nominated was because of race?
You can't. If this were the case,
he would not have received
two nominations in the past.
Every year there is at least one
actor or actress who believes

they were snubbed from the
award show, and this year,
it happens to be Will Smith.
I also find it interesting
that Spike Lee, who has chosen
to boycott the event, recently
received an honorary Oscar. It
seems that these two men are
shooting down an organization
that has previously honored them
and even boosted their careers.
It should also be noted
that amidst the controversy,
The Academy has released a

M.A. in Clinical Psychology:
Marriage and Family Therapy
24-48 months I 66-69 units
This program provides a solid foundation in the
theoretical and applied practice of professional
counseling with individuals, couples, and families.

M.A.Ed. in Educational Psychology
and Ed.S. in School Psychology
36 months i 66-81 units
This NASP-approved dual degree program
delivers practical training of the highest standard
for school psychologists. Specialize in an optional
15-unit concentration that enhances your
career opportunities.

statement announcing that their
board will undergo a makeover.
By 2020, they plan to double
the number of diverse voting
members within the organization.
This proves that they are aware
of the diversity issue within
Hollywood and taking strides to
make a difference for the better.
These
celebrities
who
are in positions of high status
do have the ability to make a
change, but it is important to
use that power in an appropriate
way. Rather than boycotting an
award show and taking some of
the glory from those who were
nominated, use than energy by
creating more diverse, quality
films. While the good intentions
are there, the execution seems
to be in the wrong direction.
I am not saying, there
is not an issue of diversity in
Hollywood. Anyone who goes to
the movie theater should be well
aware that the majority of films
contain almost all white casts.
For me, the issue the boycott is
a misdirection of action. Rather
than taking out their frustration on
The Academy, they should focus
that energy in trying to make an
effective change through creating
high quality, diverse films.
For now, let's keep the focus
of this evening on celebrating
those who were chosen to
be honored for their craft.

Master of Social Work
24-48 months I 60 units
The MSW program equips you to help people
manage some of life's most difficult challenges,
such as poverty, addiction, and abuse.

M.A.Ed. in Educational and Clinical Counseling
24-36 months I 60 units
This program allows candidates to pursue
careers in K-12 school and clinical settings.
Earn a highly marketable degree and school
counseling credential, and prepare to meet
LPCC requirements.

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego, or its student body.
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Baseball team gears up for 2016

Head coach Rich Hill is preparing his boys for Vanderbilt series

MATTHEW ROBERSON
SPORTS EDITOR

@mroberson22

After openly flirting with,
the glitz and glamour of Los
Angeles, the underachieving
San Diego Chargers have taken
the first step toward endearing
themselves to the fans that they
so nearly walked out on.
The team's owner, Dean
Spanos, seemingly said all the
right things to ease the hatred
he's been receiving from the
organization's downtrodden fan
base. In a recent statement, the
franchise's embattled leader said
that while he has a deal in place
that could eventually result in the
Bolts joining the Rams in L.A.,
he is still striving toward a deal
that would build a new stadium in
San Diego.
With that announcement,
the Chargers will remain in their
longtime home for at least one
more year.
The whole ordeal conjures
up comparisons to a relationship
in which a breakup seems
both imminent and beneficial.
Rather than dumping them, the
Chargers have made their final
attempt to win back the hearts of
Photo Courtesy of USD Athletics
San Diegans who they've been
last
season
and had 26 RBI.
Head
coach
Rich
Hill
(left)
talks
with
Riley
Adams
during
a
game.
Adams
hit
five
home
runs
torturing for months.
In all the seriousness of "There are going to be ups and
DYLAN BROCKMEYER
After
an
immensely
on the team, there has been a lot
college D1 level play, Coach downs throughout the season as
disappointing
4-12
season
of skills and team development.
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR
which was clouded by constant
Head Coach Rich Hill likes Hill and our Toreros still find the there is for every baseball team,
@dbrock08
relocation rumors, a northern
to look back on former Torero little moments of fun that remind but we must remain together as
a group and not venture off our
movement seemed to be the
After winning the 2015 Kris Bryant's achievements and everyone why they are all here.
Following
along
with course."
conclusion that this story was WCC regular season title and use the star player as an example
Sophomore outfielder Kyle
destined for.
watching their star alum Kris to inspire the team and future Bryant's season last year kept the
team energy up and created a lust Mercado-Hood is prepared for
With the declaration that Bryant take the Cubs to the recruits.
2016 would be the 56th season National League Championship
"He's a huge proponent of for competition entering the 2016 anything to happen and is looking
forward to the new, strong talent
of professional football in San Series, the University of San college," Hill said. "We use that season.
the freshmen and pitchers will be
"Everybody
kind
of
lights
Diego, the team has created a Diego baseball team is a few and use him as an example, talk
bringing to the table.
up,"
Coach
Hill
said.
"We
can
feeling that next season will be weeks away from stepping into about him all the time, how he
"I think a big key this year
look
at
what
he
did
and
what
a
nothing more than a farewell the batter's box and hitting one trained, why he made the decision
will
be to make sure we play
year
he
had
and
it
gives
me
an
tour. History tells us that a new out of the park.
to come to USD. It's helped, to
sound
defense and have people
opportunity to talk about him. His
stadium within San Diego County
The Toreros are getting use him as the role model."
step
up
at the plate," Mercado
Kris Bryant was a first great character and work ethic
will likely never come to fruition. ready to open their season in
said.
Also, the massive media Nashville when they take on the round draft pick for the Chicago and how great of a student he was.
"We have a lot of new guys
"He struggled as a freshman
market that Los Angeles provides Vanderbilt Commodores for a Cubs, a Golden Spikes winner,
on
the
team so it will be fun to
is
certainly
economically three day series from Feb. 19 to the 2015 NL Rookie of the Year, but just kept getting better and
see
what
happens this year.
and topped the charts as the No. 1 better."
enticing.
If
the
Chargers' Feb. 21,2016.
We
have
good
depth this year
"It was fun to follow him
executives are met with choosing
The hype in taking on selling jersey in the MLB of 2015.
pitching [wise]. That's always
between the interests of their fans Vanderbilt, who is ranked No.
According to Coach Hill, last year," Coach Hill said. "We
and the team's history in San 3 in the preseason rankings, has the influence of his success can't turned the TV on on his home exciting because you can never
Diego, or a shiny new stadium in got our boys in blue extremely be immediately measured as to opening weekend. We were all ' have enough pitching."
This year, the Toreros will
the West Coast's most populated anxious and excited to start the how influential it was on this in there and saw him beat out
year's and next year's recruiting an infield single, everybody is be hosting the Tony Gwynn
area, then they will almost surely season.
Memorial Classic right here in
cheering for him. It's fun."
flee as soon as the final seconds
Junior . pitcher
Nathan class.
Sophomore catcher Riley Fowler Park from Feb. 26 to Feb.
But it has put USD on the
tick off the 2016 season.
Kuchta is most eager for the series
While it remains unclear against the Commodores out of map as a nationally recognized Adams believes that throughout 28,2016.
The Toreros schedule for
all the obstacles every baseball
college baseball powerhouse.
how the future of San Diego's all their match-ups this year.
this
season
calls for face offs
team
might
face,
the
Toreros
have
"One
of
the
positives
is
that
football team will shake out, the
"I'm most looking forward
against
the
normal conference
great
character.
we
use
that
in
recruiting
so
much
writing's on the wall for what to our first series in Nashville
foes
in
St.
Mary's College,
While
keeping
a
solid
bond
when
dealing
with
pro
baseball
would be an unceremonious against Vanderbilt," Kuchta said.
Pepperdine
University,
and
might
be
hard
for
other
teams,
divorce. But keep your chins up, "Not only because it's opening versus college baseball," Coach
Gonzaga
University.
our
boys
in
blue
have
that
group
Charger fans.
weekend, but also because it'll be Hill said.
There are also intriguing
"Some of these young guys mentality.
In what could potentially great test right off the bat to see
out
of
conference clashes with
Overcoming
the
challengebe the final NFL season at where we match up against one of are making the decision between
the
UC
Irvine Anteaters, San
together
is
what
creates
the
going to the minor leagues or
Qualcomm Stadium, the home the best teams in the nation."
Diego
State
Aztecs, and Oregon
team will welcome the Jaguars,
The team has been working coming to college. Kris is the camaraderie.
State
Beavers.
"The biggest challenge
Titans, and Buccaneers. It is hard both on and off the field in poster boy for that. He turned
Fowler Park will play host
fitting that the Chargers' lame the off-season to prep for this down $1.2 million coming out we'll face this year is staying
to
the
annual alumni game on
of high school and look how that together as a team throughout
duck season will feature a home year.
the entire season," Adams said. Feb. 14 to get the season going.
schedule full of them.
With a lot of new freshmen turned out."
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Despite the recent public outcry
regarding football's inherently violent
nature, which was reinforced by the
release of the movie Concussion, one thing
remains true about the NFL: People will
watch the Super Bowl.
In fact, millions of people will watch
the Super Bowl, as they do every year. If
viewership trends continue, Super Bowl 50
will be the most watched broadcast in the
history of television.
However,
the
NFL's
annual
championship game also attracts hordes
of people who flock to the stadium's
surrounding area simply to revel in the
Super Bowl air.
Sophomore Julia Torgerson and her
family will be part of that group.
Her family made reservations for
a-hotel near the stadium two years ago,
in hopes that their hometown Seattle
Seahawks would be participants.
When the Seahawks were bounced
from the playoffs in the divisional round,
they decided to skip the game and instead
enjoy the other, less expensive activities of
Super Bowl week.
While she will not be attending the
actual game, Torgerson will be going to
Media Day and experiencing the oneof-a kind hype that surrounds America's
premiere sporting event.
"A lot of people that go don't even go
to the game," Torgerson said. "It's mainly
for the experience and the atmosphere.
There's going to be a lot going on even if
you're not going to the game."
With that in mind, it is fascinating to
look at the makeup of the two teams who
will duke it out on Sunday, Feb. 7 for the
right to be called Super Bowl champions.
The Denver Broncos are a great
representation of football's past, as the
team upholds several values that will evoke
nostalgia in the sport's older viewers.
The quarterback, veteran Peyton
Manning, is a first ballot Hall of Famer
who has heroically overcome multiple
injuries, surgeries, and overall regression
in his football-playing skills.
He is the archetype of the pocket
passer, a largely sedentary, cerebral style
of play that popularized the position of
quarterback during football's early days.
Manning rose to the tops of NFL
record books with his preternatural ability
to dissect defenses and find open receivers
with his lightning-quick decision making.
What's more, he's the son of a former
NFL quarterback and has a brother who is a
two-time Super Bowl winning quarterback
himself.
Even the Broncos' coaching staff
carries an aura of old school football.
Denver's head coach Gary Kubiak was
drafted by the Broncos organization in
1983.
In his senior year at Texas A&M, the
54-year-old Kubiak led his conference in
passing yards with 1,948.
To illustrate how far football has
come in the modern, pass-happy e^p that
we live in, there were 12 quarterbacks in
the Football Bowl Subdivision this year
who threw for over 4,000 yards.
Kubiak will attempt to become the
first coach to ever win a Super Bowl for a
team which he played for.
Defensive coordinator Wade Phillips
is another football lifer on the Broncos'
staff looking for his first Super Bowl ring.
Phillips, who was instrumental in the
team's victory over Tom Brady and the
New England Patriots in last month's AFC
Championship Game, started his coaching

Photo Courtesy of Keith Allison

Panthers' quarterback Cam Newton is the presumptive MVP of the NFL, which will be announced on February 6.
odyssey in 1969 as a graduate assistant at
the University of Houston.
He is the son of Bum Phillips, a man
who was famous for being the lovable
head coach of the Houston Oilers, a team
that ceased operations in 1996. Even the
Broncos' franchise itself is a solid metaphor
for the team's old, traditional ways.
The Broncos were founded in 1960
and will play in their eighth Super Bowl'
this weekend, which will tie them with the
Dallas Cowboys, Pittsburgh Steelers, and
New England Patriots for most all-time.
Across the field from the Broncos at
Levi's Stadium in Santa Clara, CA will be
the upstart Carolina Panthers.
Juxtaposed to Denver and their
virtually immobile 39-year-old quarterback,
the Panthers will trot out 26-year-old
superstar Cam Newton who has made his
money as a mobile quarterback.
Newton's 10 rushing touchdowns
this season are more than Manning has
amassed in the last nine years.
Newton's 636 rushing yards this
season falls just short of the 667 yards that
Manning has gained over the course of his
entire 17 year career.
While there's no official stats on this
sort of thing, one could guess that Newton
also has Manning handily beat in on-field
smiles and dance routines.
In short, Newton is everything that
Manning is not.
A quick glance at Carolina's depth
chart reveals that most of the team's
foundational players are young and just
entering the primes of their respective
careers.
Aside
from
Newton,
middle
linebacker Luke Kuechly is just 24 years
of age and has already been named a first
team All-Pro three times.
Defensive pillars Kawann Short,
Star Lotulelei, Charles Johnson, and Josh
Norman are also still in their twenties.
While the Broncos' origins can be
traced back to the early 1960s, the Panthers
didn't play their first NFL season until
1995, around the time when most current
college students were born.
Although the game will be played in
Santa Clara, roughly 45 miles southeast of
San Francisco, the city is sure to be flooded
with visitors who will clog traffic lines and
pack restaurants to their brims.
"I've been to San Francisco before
and I'm just worried that the city is going
to be packed with tourists," Torgerson said.
"The hotel is sold out, everything is sold
out."
Nevertheless, the pageantry of the

Super Bowl will make Torgerson's trip one
to remember forever.
Nevermind the fact that her beloved
Seahawks fell short of their third straight
Super Bowl appearance, Torgerson is still
excited to see some of the NFL's other best
players in person at Media Day.
"I've always wanted to see a
[professional] football player up close, just
to see how big they actually are," Torgerson
said. "I want to see all the news people. So
many fans from other places are going to
be there, I don't even care who wins."
Regardless of who wins the game,

some things are guaranteed about the
public's behavior during the big game.
There will be millions and millions
of dollars on the line thanks to America's
gambling population, millions and millions
of viewers on television, and probably just
as much food and alcoholic beverages
consumed.
Much has changed about the sporting
world in the 50 years since the first Super
Bowl was played, but one thing remains
the same.
There is no other day of the year quite
like Super Bowl Sunday.
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Torero basketball sees varying levels of success

Women are riding eight game winning streak, men s team struggling to

wins

HUNTER JAMESON

teams in the nation.'They have
recorded impressive wins against
non-conference
opponents
like
the
Fresno
State
Bulldogs,
Torero basketball has been
University
of
Arizona
Wildcats,
in full swing for nearly two
and
Cal
State
Fullerton
Titans.
months and there has been a lot to
They have taken care of
celebrate thus far.
business
in conference play as
The men's team defeated
well,
with
their only loss coming
their cross-town rival San
to
the
St.
Mary's College Gaels
Diego State Aztecs in a unique
on
Jan.
2
by
a score of 73-68.
atmosphere at Petco Park on Dec.
Twins,
senior guard Malina
6, which seemed to be the spark
Hood and redshirt junior forward
that would ignite the team's play.
However, a very young Maya Hood, lead the team in
roster with little experience has scoring and have spurts of twin
plagued the team down the stretch telepathy on the court that drives
competitors crazy.
of many close games.
Malina is averaging 19.5
The West Coast Conference
(WCC) is very talented this year points per game, which puts
and our Toreros have struggled her at No. 31 in the country for
to find a groove against the stiff points per game. Maya controls
the boards for the Lady Toreros
competition they have played.
by grabbing an average of 8.9
They are currently 7-14 and
rebounds per game, while also
2-8 in WCC play, but there is still
contributing 15.3 points per
time for them to turn the season
game.
around.
They are a dynamic duo that
Every minute on the court is
valuable and will pay dividends have carried the Lady Toreros,
down the road for these young both this season and throughout
their decorated careers.
Torero bailers.
The Lady Toreros have one
Seniors, center Jito Kok
and guard Duda Sanadze, have of the best overall records in the
led the Toreros in scoring with nation, and have received Top 25
8.5 and 12.1 points per game, votes over the last few weeks but
have not been able to break into
respectively.
Two future stars in the that ranking.
With so much competition
men's program are freshman
point guard Olin Carter III, who coming from teams in the power
has started 18 games this season, conferences of the Pac 12,
and sophomore guard Marcus Southeastern Conference, Big
East, Atlantic Coast Conference,
Harris.
These two could be the and Big Ten, the Toreros have
future of the backcourt, following been overlooked by the voters.
They
are
definitely
the departure of two of the best
players in Torero history, Johnny representing the WCC well and
putting USD women's basketball
Dee and Chris Anderson.
They have plenty of time to on the map, which is an excellent
develop as players and leaders, sign for the future.
Photo Courtesy of USD Athletics
They
have
tremendous Redshirt junior Maya Hood, along with her twin Malina, have been key players in USD's success.
and have taken strides in the right
potential this season and have the Gaels with a road victory in University of the Pacific Tigers at which tips off at 6 p.m. Having
direction this season.
The Lady Toreros are hopes of a WCC Tournament Moraga on Feb. 4. Tip off will be the Jenny Craig Pavilion on Feb. a strong home crowd supporting
having a much different season, Championship and NCAA Title at 6:30 p.m.
them could be just what the team
4.
as they are currently 20-2 overall rtin.
The game tips off at 7 p.m. needs to boost their confidence,
The men have a few very
The Lady Toreros look important games coming up, They have another home game and could propel the women to an
and 10-1 in WCC play, making
to
avenge
their earlier loss to with the first being against the on Feb. 6 against the Gaels, NCAA Tournament berth.
them one of the most successful
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Left: Senior center Jito Kok is averaging a career high 2.6 blocks per game. Right: Junior forward Brett Bailey leads the team in rebounds per game.

